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great now, as they were during the last summer. Despair seems to have entered their 
dwellings, as all they can spare is sold, and all they can dispense with for a season is 
pawned ; never, it is feared, to be redeemed. Such are the trophies of war 

Exchange on London has fallen in Belfast, during this month, to 5 and 4f per cent, 
while Discount on bank notes has risen to 8 and 3£ per cent. These ratts evince the de- 
creasing quantity of guineas in circulation : but when the new banks open, and the bills 
railing due in Belfast become payable generally in notes, the demand for gold will proba- 
bly nearly cease. It is impossible to foresee the ultimate effects which this general disuse 
of gold, as a circulating medium, will produce ; but, in the mean time, trade will be re- 
lieved from a heavy burden, and from the inconveniences and perplexities arising from 
two media of different values. One fact is obvious, that the small quantity of guineas, in 
circulation among us for several years past, subjected us to all the inconveniences of a de- 
fective supply, and gave no security against the dangers which some apprehend from their 
disuse. The Acts which suspended the cash payments at the national banks of England 
and Ireland, settled the point for the Empire at large. We, in one corner, could not 
struggle with any effect against the general current. 



MEDICAL REPORT. 

List of Diseases occurring in the practice of a Physician in Belfast, from 
December 20, 1808, till January 20, 1809. 

Barometer highest 29 50 Thermometer..... highest ------41 

lowest - - - - 28 40 lowest 34 30 

mean 29 10 mean 33 30 

Synochus, - - -2 Of a mixed nature between inflammatory and typhus fe> 

Typkusmitior, - - - - 2 Nervous, or common contagious fever. [ver, 

...^ gravior, — - 1 Putrid fever. 

Pneumonia, - - - - - 1 Pleurisy. 

Opthalmia 3 Inflammation of the eyes. 

Perniones, ------ 4 Kibes, or chilblains. 

Arthrodynia, ----- 3 Chronic rheumatism. 

Psora, --------4 Itch. 

Herpes, -------3 Ringworm, or tetter. 

P'uh'jsis Pulmonaiis, - 1 Consumption of the lungs. 

Asthma, - 2 Asthma. 

Catarrhus, — - - - 5 Cattarh, or common cold. 

Scarlatina, - - 1 Scarlet fever. 

Rubeola . — - 1 Measles. 

Srrophuie, - - • — - 2 Evil. 

Dyiuria Mucosa, - - - 1 Gravel, 

Hmmorrhois - 2 Piles. 

4ph'i'sT- \ — 5 Venereai disease - 

Mortn inl'nntUes, 19 Febrile and bowel complaints of Children. 

The only medical occurrences worthy of being noticed since our last report, are 
as follows: 1st, a curious disease of the skin, in which the roots of the hairs were 
tievated so as to resemble the rough side of a, grater, or what is termed goose skin. 
There was a considerable imperfection in the sense of feeling, owing, perhaps, to the 
diminished surface, to which objects could be applied, or perhaps, to a morbid sensibi- 
lity in the parts, as there appeared to be a small pustule surrounding the root of every 
hair, when viewed with a convex lens. Antimony, mercury, and all the various 
internal remedies usually prescribed in cutaneous diseases were tried without 
any good effect, and it seems at present to be giving way to topical applications 
of a stimulating nature: the result shall be given in our next report. 

2d. A child was inoculated with vaccine virus, and on the day following was at- 
tacked with fever, accompanied with sore throat, which ultimately proved to be 
scarlet fever. During its progress tbere appeared a very small vesicle in each arm, 
where the virus was introduced, and on the sixteenth day from its introduction. 
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both pustules had the appearance that usually characterizes the disease on the 
eighth day. 

3d. By a late regulation of the University of Edinburgh, the fees of each class 
are raised from three to five guineas, aud the fee of graduation, from thirteen to 
twenty-six guineas; this will tend in some degree to promote the reform in the medi- 
cal profession, so lately, but ineffectually proposed by Doctor Harrison, of Lincoln- 
shire. The students have had meetings for the purpose of petitioning the Senatiw 
Academicus for its repeal, but it is not likely they will be successful. 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From December 21), till January 20. 

While rugged rocks refuse the opening flower, 

Nor even a moss beguiles the tedious hour. smith. 

The whole period since the last Report has been so uncommonly severe, and 
such continual falls of snow have covered the country, in the neighbourhood of Bel- 
fast, that our remarks are confined to Zoology alone. 

The immense flocks of Fieldfares (Turdus Pilaris) and Redwings (I. lliaens which 
we mentioned in one of our former numbers as having arrived unusually early, have 
ali disappeared ; several rare birds have however made their appearance as the 
Golden Plover (Charadrius Pluvialis) Grey Plover (Tringa squaterola) Turnstoue 
(Tringa Interpres) Dun Diver (Mergus Castor.) 

On the 31st December a large flock of Wild Swans (Anas Cygnus) were flying to 
the West emitting by times a sound not unmusical, when combined with the noise of 
their wings; but certainly not meriting the high encomiums which they have had 
conferred on them by the ancient poets, every allowance , being made for the 
different state of musical composition. To say that this flight of Swans indicated 
the severe snow storm which followed on the 5th of Jauuary, a number of ob- 
servations would be necessary. 

On the 12th of January some of the White fronted Wild Goose (Anas albifrons) 
shot in the neigbourhood, were in Belfast Market. 

Dec. 31. A mild day. Common Wren singing. 

Jan, 9. Common Wren singing. 

13. Common Wren and Waod-lark singing. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

From December 20, till January 20, 
........... — the languid sun, 

Faint from the west emits his ev'ning ray, 
Earth's universal face, deep hid, and chill, 
Is one wide dazzling waste, that buries wide 
The works of Man Thomson. 

Such a uniformly severe state of weather is seldom known in this country : few 
days have passed without snow, and on the 5th and 6th of January so much fell 
as nothing was like it since February 1799. On the roads it was accumulated 
to tiie depth of 10 or 12 feet, rendering them impassible to the mail coach for 
some days. 
Deem. 2 1st Thaw apparently commenced, a trifling shower. 

22, Clouds beautifully tinged, hard frost. 

23, 24, 25, 26, . • Dark morning, snow showers. 

27, 28, 29, Dark calm warmish day. 

30, 31, Calm wet days. 

January 1st Cold dark day with a slight shower. 

2, 3, Sleet showers, mountain tops white. 



